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Ola Electric enters
BESS market with

'Ola Shakti' launch

FE BUREAU
Bengaluru, October 16

BHAVISH AGGARWAL-LED
Ola Electric on Thursday
announced the launch of Ola
Shakti, a portable device that
can be used to power ACs and
refrigerators at home, water
pumps at farms and business
establishments, marking its
entry into the battery energy
storage systems (BESS) market.

Ola Shakti is powered by
Ola’s own 4680 Bharat Cells
that are manufactured at its
Gigafactory in Krishnagiri,
Tamil Nadu. The company
expectsitsannual Gigafactory
consumption for the BESS
markettoscaleupto5 GWhin
the next couple of years, poten-
tially exceedingits automotive
consumption.

The system leverages Ola
Electric's existing cell technol-
ogy, Gigafactory infrastruc-
ture, and pan-India distribu-
tion network, enabling rapid
scaling without additional
capital expenditure orresearch
and development (R&D)
investment,the company said.

“India doesn't face energy
shortage; it faces an energy
storage opportunity. With Ola
Shakti, we are turning that
opportunity into energy inde-
pendence,’said Bhavish Aggar-
wal, chairman and MD, Ola
Electric.

The system has been
launched in four configura-

Amazon sees
2.76 billion
site visits this
festive season

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, October 16

AMAZON INDIA ON Thursday
said the ongoing Great Indian
Festival 2025 has attracted a
record 2.76 billion customer
visits, the highest ever for the
annual event, with more than
70% of the traffic coming
fromtier 2 and 3 cities.

With five days remainingin
the 30-day sale, the e-com-
merce major reported
“unprecedented”engagement
across key metrics, including
customer savings and seller
participation. The company
said the event has already
enabled over 31,000 crore in
customer savings through
bank offers, seller GST benefits,
and cashback rewards.

“Oursellersand brand part-
ners have seen multi-fold
growth across categories such
as smartphones, appliances
and consumer electronics to
home & kitchen, beauty, fash-
ion, and more,” said Saurabh
Srivastava, vice-president,
Amazon India.

The platform also recorded
its highest-ever number of sell-
ers registering sales, spanning
smaller markets such as Kan-
gra, Haridwar, Muzaffarpur,
Jamnagar, Darjeeling, Shimoga,
and Salem. Over two-thirds of
participating small and
medium businesses (SMBs)
came from tier 2 and 3 cities.

Amazon Bazaar, the com-
pany’s store for ultra-affordable
products, saw over two times
growth in seller participation
this year. More than half of
Bazaar sellers reported their
best-eversingle-day sales,while
the number of sellers crossing
X1lakhinsalessurged 15 times
year-on-year. Eighteen states
and Union Territories,including
Madhya Pradesh, Assam, Pun-
jab, and Andhra Pradesh,
recorded their highest-ever
seller sales milestones.

For Prime members,deliver-
ies accelerated sharply, with
over 40 million products deliv-
ered the same or next day, up
60% and 229% year-on-year,
respectively. Amazon said its
delivery network expanded sig-
nificantly,with same-and next-
day deliveries in metros up
29%, while two-day deliveries
in tier 2 and 3 cities grew 37%.
Nearly 70% of new Prime sign-
ups came from smaller towns.

Amazon Business also saw
robust traction during the sale,
with new business customer
sign-upsrising 30% y-o-yand
bulk orders up nearly 120%.

CHARGED UP

m Ola Shakti is powered
by Ola's own 4680
Bharat Cells

M Itis a portable
device that can be
used to power ACs
and refrigerators at
home, water pumps
at farms

m Ola Shakti claims to
offer industry-leading
efficiency of up to 98%

tions: 1kW/1.5kWh at
329,999; 1kW/3kWh at
%55,999; 3kW/5.2kWh at
%1,19,999; and 6kW/9.1kWh
at 1,59,999.These are intro-
ductory prices for the first
10,000 units.

Ola Shakti claims to offer
industry-leading efficiency of
up to 98%, zero running and
maintenance costs, instant O
ms changeovertime,and oper-

BHAVISH AGGARWAL,
CHAIRMAN & MD, OLA ELECTRIC

With Ola Shakti, we are
turning ener-

gy storage

opportunity

into energy

indepen-

dence

ates across an input voltage
range of 120V-290V.TheIP67-
rated batteries are weather-
proof and tested for dust,
water, and monsoon condi-
tions. The system features
smart capabilities including
time-of-day charge or dis-
charge scheduling, intelligent
backup prioritisation, remote
diagnostics, and over-the-air
software updates.

Titagarh Rail
plans 20x rise in
coach production

MANU KAUSHIK
New Delhi, October 16

IN LINE WITH the Indian Rail-
ways’ strong push towards the
passenger segment, Titagarh
Rail Systems (TRSL) is plan-
ning toramp up its production
of passenger coaches by 20-
fold from just 12 coaches in
FY25 to an expected 240
coaches in FY27. Prithish
Chowdhary, deputy MD of
TRSL, told FE that the growth
in passenger segment is sup-
ported by orders for Vande
Bharat sleeper trains, and
metro projects in Ahmedabad,
Surat,Bengaluruand Mumbeai.

“The growth story really
starts from thisyearin the pas-
senger business. The primary
growth driverforTitagrah over
the nextfewyearswould be the
passenger rail systems busi-
ness. Today, we have an
installed capacity of around
300 coaches per annum, and
by 2028, this will be up to 850
coaches per annum. We are
envisaging a huge ramp up in
the coach production capac-
ity, Chowdhary said.

In 2023, the company
achieved a key milestone by
winning the 24,000-crore
contract, in a partnership with
BHEL, for the manufacturing
and maintenance of 80 semi
high-speed sleeper Vande
Bharat trains.Priortothat, TRSL,
whichwas primarilyfocused on
the freight wagon manufactur-
ing, bagged its first metro con-
tract for Pune in 2019 to intro-
duce India's  first-ever
aluminium-bodied coaches.

Analystssaid TRSLs strategic

PRITHISH CHOWDHARY,
DEPUTY MD OF TITAGARH
RAIL SYSTEMS

Today, we have an
installed capacity of
around 300 coach-
es per annum, and
by 2028, this will

be up to

850

coaches
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shift towards growth is evident
as of mid-2025 with passenger
rail systems (PRS) division con-
stitutingapproximately 62% of
the company’s ¥24,500 crore
consolidated order book, a sig-
nificant departure from its his-
torical freight dominance.
“The company is rapidly
scaling up its Uttarpara facility,
including a leased 40-acre
expansion, with plans to
increase coach production
potentially up to 1,200 units.
This expansion will service
major contracts for: metro
coaches, and Vande Bharat
Sleeper trains. Supported by
strong policy backing and mas-
sive infrastructure investment,
the PRS segment is projected to
grow at a CAGR of 38-39%
through 2029,” said a recent
report fromAsit C Mehta Invest-
ment Intermediates (ACMIIL).
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Bharat Forge, Rolls-Royce sign pact

FE BUREAU
Pune, October 16

BRITISH AIRCRAFT ENGINE
maker Rolls-Royce has signed
an agreement with Bharat
Forge to manufacture and sup-
ply fan blades for its Pearl 700
and Pearl 10X engines.

This agreement follows
Rolls-Royce’s commitment to
doubleits supply chain sourcing
from India by 2030. The con-
tractwassigned at Rolls-Royce’s

facilityin Dahlewitz,near Berlin.

Sashi Mukundan, executive
vice president of Transforma-
tion at Rolls-Royce India, said
this contract will help develop
world-class manufacturing
capabilities in India, enabling
the delivery of aerospace com-
ponents to the global supply
chain ecosystem.

Amit Kalyani, vice chair-
manand joint managing direc-
tor of Bharat Forge, said the
Pearl engine family represents

the future of high-perfor-
mance aviation.

The Pearl 10X powers some
of the largest, fastest, and
longest-range business jets.
Bharat Forgeisthefirstand only
company in India to offer this
advanced technology for preci-
sion aerospace components
used in the Pearl engine family.

Rolls-Royce began collabo-
rating with Bharat Forge in
2020, sourcing parts for the
Pearl 700 programme.
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